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cultural  activities.  ^oxan 

^^lnTi\^'^°   ^5°'^  '^^  establishment  of  the  Chinese  Culture  Institute, 
Boston  Public  had  very  lictle  exposure  to  Chinese  art  and  culture 

inst^'!^f   ''.'"^  "°  "'""'  '°  ^^"^'^^'^  °^  perfom!'\hS'chiiese'6ultare 
institute  provides  opportunities,  encouragement,  facilities  and 

ih?iving!^  ^°  ^^^'''     ^^   '^^  "^^'"^^^  artistic  community  is  alive  and 

nl^f  n^.n'^'^f  ^  '^  T^^  ^"'^  ^'^  ^^^  ^^^^^^<^-     It  can  not  meet  all  the 
needs  of  the  Asian  cultural  corrununity.  Without  facilites,  fundinq  and 
opportunities,  many  Asian  cultural" groups  are  frustrated  and    ^' 
tlffj''^'^^'^-     ^"^  performers,  for  instance,  can  only  practice  their 
trade  once  in  a  great  while  when  there  is  a  chance.  ^WhUe  their  tl lent s 
are  burned,  Boston's  lostr  is  tremendous.  Many  tourina  comnanipq  fr(}-m 
Taiwan,  Hong  Kong  and  the  Chinese  mainland  of  ten  skip  loSS^KSuIf 
o?aIn.JL"°  '^^^''^  available  theatre  to  stage  their'^s^ws  and  Sian 
organizations  in  Boston  are  often  so  frustrated  with  the  difficulties  in 
booking  a  perforrance  space.  uitticuicies  in 

What  CCI  has  done  in  the  past  six  years  encompasses  visual  arts  and 
humanities,  performing  arts,  education,' and  outreach   it  r6aul;iriv 
mounts  art  exhibitions  and  humnities  4xhibi?ionI?'p;odices1iijs/'music 
and  dance  concerts,  offering  lecture  series,  classes  and  workshop^,  and 

?o  colle^er^'sS^if  "S"""'  "'"i^i  ^'^''^^'   ^P^^kers,  workshop  conductors 
to  colleges,  schools,  museums,  libraries,  and  other  institutions,  cci's 

pfolra^'"'^  "^^  ^^'^^  ^^  ^  ""^^^   ^^  developing  Boston's  Asian  cultural 
^ograms''''^^"''^^  ""^^^^^   '^  adequate  facilities  to  house  the  various 
II.   PERFORMING  ARTS  FACILITIES 

theatrS/liShMnn "I^S  ^^^'i"^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^PP^^^  ^^^^  adequate 

ni!fi     lighting  and  sound  system  for  music  and  dance  concerts,  stage 

plays,  opera  and  other  types  of  shows  such  as  ethnic  and  historical 

costume  shows,  fashion  shows  and  beauty  pageants. 

Stage:  40'  x  60'  with  a  deep  back  stage 

Dressing  rooms:  two  600  sq.ft  dressing  for  men  and  women  respectively 

?«^.^°''?^!''f.'  ^^^^®  mirrors  and  adjacent  washrooms 
Rehearsal  halls:  two  50'  x  60'  rehearsal  halls. 

§f'f°[cll  liri  loinUfP^niSTs'  '°^'^^'  '"^'^"^"^  ^^ ''  ^-^• 

When  the  dream  of  having  a  good  theatre  and  rehearsal  hall  becomes 
reaiicy,  local  Asian  performina  groups  and  those  not  belonaina  tn   ;?nv 
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performing  groups  from  other  cities  and  from  abroad  to  come  regularly 
These  will  strengthen  Boston's  cultural  vitality  and  renew  its  reoitation 
as  a  cultural  mecca  of  America.  reputation 

III.   VISUAL  ART  FACILITIES 

hv^nr  T^V^  ^""T^f  ^^   ™^  ^"^  ^^^  <=^Pital  inprovement  was  donated 
by  Dr.  An  V^ng  and  the  Wang  Laboratories,  we  have  a  10  year  lease 
There  are  9  years  left.  The  facilties  are  adequate  at  the  oresenrMmP 
But  we  must  rake  long  range  plans  and  therefoS  we  are  loJking  ISr  a 
permanent  home  for  CCI.  ^^j-uy  lor  a 

CCI  regularly  mounts  high  quality  exhibitions,  since  there  are  only  12 
months  in  a  year  and  only  a  few  shows  will  be  mounted  within  that  period, 
rni?nrL^°  'V^""^   many  proposals.  To  expose  the  art  of  various  Asian 
w^^hnn?/:  ^^P^"^f '  ^°'^^^"'  VietnaTOse,  Caiitoodian,  Indian  and  so  forth, 
H  ?S  if  ^^^"^  ^^^^  ^^°  °^^^^  galleries  in  addition  to  CCI's.  There 
should  be  sufficient  storage  space  for  art  work  and  offices  for  4  staff 

IV.  MEDIA  ART  FACILITIES 

An  audio  visual  production  room  for  video  and  slide  tape  production.  • 

V.  EDUCATION  PROGRAM  FACILITIES 

3  or  4  class  rooms  for  language  classes,  art  classes,  workshops, 
discussions  of  various  kinds. 
Ceramic  workshop  with  3  kilns 
Storage  with  shelves 

VI.  COMMUNITY  ACTIVITY  AND  FUNCTION  SPACE 

A  hall  or  a  large  lobby  used  for  celebrations  and  festivities  such  as  the 

Chinese  new  year,  lantern  festival,  Aisan  folk  festival,  etc  and  staecial 
conferences,  lecture  series  and  synpoiia.     ^es^ivai,  etc.  and  special 

VII.  EXISTING  ASIAN  ART  AND  CULTURE  GROUPS 

Chinese  Culture  Institute's  Choral  Society 

Chinese  Culture  Institute's  Music  and  Dance  Ensemble 

Chinese  Culture  Institute's  Chinese  Artists  Association 

Chinese  Culture  Institute's  Drama  Club 

Chinatown's  Ku  Sing  Music  club 

Chinatown's  Boston  Dance  Company 

Asian  American  Resource  Workshop's  music  group 

Intercollegiate  Choral  society 

3  other  Chinese  choral  groups  and  several  dance  groups 

a  Peking  opera  club 

a  Philippines  dance  group 

there  are  Vietnamese,  Canfcodian,  Iran,  Indian,  Japanese,  and  Korean 

groups  whose  names  have  to  be  identified. 

There  are  many  visual  artists  and  performers  of  Asian  descent  who  do  not 

belong  to  any  groups. 
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Proposal:     A  Pan-Asian  Art  and  Culture 
Center 

Vision 

Aiisn  Americans  are  currently  the  seco^nd  fastest  grov^ing  minority 
group  m  tte  state.  The  present  Asian  and  Paciiic  Islander  population  is 
estimated  at  abC'Ut  90,000,  the  majority  oi  whom  live  in  the  Boston  area 
.".sian  Americans  are  a  diverse  '?roup  oi  over  tv/enty-i'ive  nationalities.  They 
include  recent  immigrants  and  refugees  and  fifth  generation  Asian 
Americans.  They  have  come  to  the  Boston  area  because  of  government 
resettlement  policies,  the  quest  for  higher  education,  the  desire  to  be  Vvith 
lamily  and  :ommunity,  5iid  in  response  t:.  tjie  strong  Massachusetts 
ec/'homv   Issues  affectin?  the  entire  community  include  negative 
Stereotyping,  discrim.mation  and  anti-Asian  violence. 

There  are  m.any  cultural  organizations  and  individual  artjsts  within 
the  increasingly  diverse  Asian  pc'pulation  in  Boston.  Their  acuvities  foster 
cross-cultural  understanding,  instill  ethnic  pride  and  a  sense  of  identity,,  and 

contribute  significantly  tjt^  the  vitahty  and  complexity  of  urban  life.  Visual 
and  periormiing  artists  and  arts  groups  include  musicians,  dancers,  actors, 
:ra!*smen,  fabric  artists,  v/riters  and  storytellers  of  Chinese,  Vietnamese, 
Cambodian,  Korean,  Japanese,  Laotian  and  the  other  nationalities  ^A^hich  make 
up  the  A.sian  American  community.  In  addition,  tjie  Bostxin  area  is  a 
frequent  stop  for  internationally  lcnov\Ti  performing  arts  tj-oupes  from  China 
and  japan. 

Many  of  Boston's  local  Asian  arts  organizations  are  still  in  their 
infancy,  strugglmg  to  build  their  skills  and  establish  themselves,  V7hile 
others  are  seekmg  to  develop  further  and  increase  their  audiences   These 
organizations  and  individuals  must  often  make  do  ':vitji  inade<^uate  facilities 
and  funding  at  scattered  locations,  m  temporary  or  borrowed  spaces.   This 
uncertainty  makes  frequent  practices  and  performances  difficult  and  long 
term  planning  and  growth  impossible. 

The  development  of  the  Mid-To'wn  Cultural  District,  which  abuts  the 
hear*  cf  Chmatcvm,  presents  a  golden  opportunity  for  the  creation  of  a  pan- 
A.sian  c:uiturai  center  m  the  Hinge  Block  or  the  District.  The  location  is  ideal 
m  that  Its  pro>nmity  to  tiie  only  Asian  community  in  Boston  vrtth  a  land  base 
and  sizable  population  would  provide  it  wth  a  ready  made  audience.  Its 
vitality  v.'ould  be  furtiier  encoijiraged  by  the  tjirough  tj-affic  which  will  com.e 
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'vitli  tiie  growtli  or  U:e  Cultural  District.  cninatC'Wn  is  tHe  economic,  social 
ail':!  cultural  hub  of  the  Asian  American  community   Asians  irom  all  jver 
the  state  come  regularly  to  Chinatown  to  use  its  services  and  participate  m 
"he  community.  Its  festivals  and  celebrations  regularly  draw  cr  >w:is  o! 
participants  and  tourists 

I:;  "he  pa  it,  Chinatown  has  'iJorne  the  brunt  oi  juch  devirloDments  as 
Che  ;  instruction  ol  the  Massachusetts  Turnpike,  the  Centi-al  Artery,  and  the 
ms-itutional  eiq^^ansion  of  Tufts/New  England  Medical  Center.  A;  a  result  c^r 
these  ;le^.^elopments  hundreds  of  families  lost  their  homes  and  had  to  be 
relocated  and  the  area  of  tjie  community  Vv'a.s  reduced  by  half  --  thii  m  irite 
c!  a  continually  gro'^Aing  population.  To  the  ^/vest  of  Chmato'vn,  the  Combat 
Zone  ''/as  officially  zoned  an  adult  entertainment  district  m  the  1 970  s. 
ConseciU:rntly ,  this  ccrnrnunity  of  families  and  small  businesses  was  cut  off 
from  the  rest  c-f  the  business  distjrict  by  two  blocks  of  pornography, 
prostitution  and  drug  dealing.  These  activities  also  spiile-d  into  the 
ccrnrnunity  itself,  and  the  residents  of  Chinatov.^'n  have,  for  years,  had  to 
tolerate  drug  dealers  and  prostitutes  and  their  customers  doing  their 
business  on  their  doorsteps. 

In  the  past  fev;  years,  the  Combat  Zone  has  lost  its  prominence,  and 
many  of  the  bars  and  adult  book,  stores  have  closed.  In  many  ■:ases,  as  soon 
as  one  closes,  an  A.sian  business  opens  to  take  it^  place.  The  result  is 
imprC'Vement  and  revitalization  of  tlie  neighborhood. 

!:ut  a  ccrnrnunity  nee<l3  more  than  businesses  for  its  development. 
The  arts  also  play  an  important  role  in  definmg  and  giving  identity  to  a 
community.  An  A.sian  cultural  center  located  in  tjie  Hinge  Block,  stim.ulated 
by  the  other  cultural  activities  in  the  area,  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the 
development  of  culture  in  tHe  Asian  community,  and  of  tjie  sense  of  ^h^ 
District  itjself .  This  center  could  serve  not  only  the  needs  of  the  China tov/^n 
community,  but  also  the  broader  Asian  community.  The  pan -Asian  nature  of 
tJiis  center  would  be  important  from,  an  economic  and  programming  pC'int  of 
view  and  because  such  a  center  would  foster  tlie  developm.ent  of  the  entire 
Asian  arts  community   Full  use  of  tiie  center's  facilities  would  be  more  likely 
if  it  were  to  tap  the  talents  of  all  of  tjie  Asian  ethnic  groups.  Such  a  broad 
reach  would  also  contribute  to  a  diversity  of  programming  and  make  for  a 
more  interesting  season  and  diversity  of  offerings  would  be  a  singular 
attraction  in  the  District. 

Therefore,  v/e  propose  that  a  multi -faceted  and  pan -Asian  cult^iral 
center-  v-tiich  encompasses  visual  and  performing  art^  and  educational 
programs  be  developed.  We  believe  such  a  facility,  if  appropriately  sited 
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•■■^.iTi  'ine  Hmge  510': k  ]c>etv»-rn  CHinitovm  and  the  Thr-ster  District,  ■■■/ou.id 
■add  a  unique  liavor  to  tne  Mid-To^vTi  cultural  rcene  wnile  serving  tne  Asian 
American  communitv 


Facilities 

r.  rS'.n-Asian  Cultural  Center  V/tnch  ^■\A:.u.id  serve  tlie  -iiiverse  nee'is  C'l 
the  risirn  lultur.?!  'icmmunity  w:'Uld  need  to  include  facilities  for  visual  arts, 
performance  arts  media,  research,  education,  administration,  and  to  be  truly 
part  of  the  community,  space  for  public  events. 


Visual  Aft 

There  is  presently  one  gallery  :n  the  Boston  area  '^vhlch  shows 
primarily  Asian  American  art,  and  one  gallery  with  an  excellent  location 
'•■••tiich  shows  contemporary  Chinese  art  The  works  that  these  gallerys-show 
include  artists  in  the  Boston  area,  the  East  Coast,  and  Asia.  Both  gallerys 
have  full  schedules,  and  could  show  more  works.  More  talented  Asian  artists 
in  the  Boston  area  are  continually  trying  to  make  tjieir  works  kno'^Am,  and 
prominent  Asian  artists  from  other  part^  of  the  US.  and  abroad  are  also 
vv^illing  to  participate  and  show  their  works.  An  additional  galler/  for  A.sian 
A^merican  art  'vViU  be  able  tjo  show  excellent  works  ranging  from  tjie 
traditional  to  the  avant  garde. 


o- 


A  professional  gallery ,/e:jhibition  floor  space  1,000  sq/ft 

Office,  storage  area,  slide  library  SCO  sq/ft 


subtotal:  1,500  sq/ft 


Media  Art 

The  media  needs  of  the  Asian  community,  particularly  the  non -English 
speaking  community,  are  presently  served  by  Chinatown  Cable  Council,  The 
Asian  American  Resource  Workshop,  the  "Dragon  Gate"  radio  pr':>gram,  and 
''ideo  outlets,  primarily  in  the  Chinatown  area. 

Improved  audio  visual  production  facilities  would  encourage  greater 
participation  by  vaj-ious  ethnic  groups  in  the  participation  of  media  for  the 
Asian  coniinunity.  A.n  Asian  television  production  studio  and  radio  station 
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Station  ■:■!■  JU'iio  pro<luotion  racilities  couLi  province  mum-lingral  pro^grams 
for  distribution  for  radio  and  the  cable  tele^^iiion  net^^^rk. 

Video  production  studio,  12  ft.  oeilings  l.OOiJ  so  /'ft 

Video  editing  rc-i'in  2 '': 0  s  n  ,■■  f  t 

Darkroom  200  S'i.it 

AU'iiio  rec  ^jTCiug  studio  200  so /ft 

:torag^  spaoe  i:r  equipment,  tapes,  slides  and  photos  lOO  sq/ft 

subtotal:  1.700  sq/ft 

Performing  Arts 

There  are  numerous  Asian  and  Asian  American  performing  groups  in 
the  BostC'n  area  representing  Cambodian,  Chinese,  Japanese,  Korean,  Pilipmo. 
Laotian,  Vietnamese  and  otJier  nationalities.  The  performance  areas  include 
traditional  and  modern  dance,  theater  groups,  storytellers,  traditional  and 
modern  music  groups   Most  of  tliese  groups  practice  '^ut  of  homes  and 
perform  at  ethmc  and  multi -cultural  celebrations,  parties  and  in  schools.  A 
tew  have  their  ovm  studios   In  addition,  Boston  is  regularly  visited  by 
touring  troupes  from  Asia  whose  performances  are  well  att>?nded. 

If  the  Asian  performmg  community  is  tj.-)  develop  and  eiq^and  its 
audience  further  :t  multi-purpose  theater  wth  a  stage  suitable  for  dance, 
plays,  panel  discussions  and  film  screenings  ^vould  would  b#  required. 

Multi-purpose  tiieater/400  seat  capacity  &  support       is  000  sq/ft 

subtotal:  15,000  sq/ft 


Educational  Programs 

Cultural  educational  programming  is  important  to  train  new  artists 
iind  increase  the  public's  appreciation  for  Asian  and  Asian  American  culture. 
Cultural  education  programs  currently  in  existence  include  a  folk  arts 
internship,  storytelling  with  Asian  tliemes,  language  classes,  culture  classes 
and  Vy^^orkshops.  In  addition,  the  classroom  facilities  could  be  use<i  for 
English -as -a -second -language  (ESL)  and  citizenship  classes  for  v/hich  there  is 
a  constant  and  unmet  demand. 
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The  availability  of  classroom  space  for  tnese  an^:!  -'t^irr  e':lucaticn-' 
activities,  wtiich  is  centrally  locate'!  'VC'UI':!  help  to  insure  tnat  these"'""* 
activities  continue  and  buil^rl  the  audience  for  Asian  and  Asian  American 
culture  while  also  serving  tiie  needs  of  the  immigrant  and  refugee 
communities. 

-•  clasir C'Oms  of  30  persc-n  capacity  (t;:<tal)  ^,000  sq/ft 

Library  and  research  area  '  -■  oo  -  •< '  ■'^■>- 

'■■■'-'    -M'   -   . 

subtotal:  4  300  sq/ft 

Community  Activities 

The  Asian  community  m  Bostx*n  has  no  large  community  space  of  it^ 
own  for  social  functions  and  gatherings.  Activities  in  such  a  space  v^ould 
include  cultural  activities  and  celebrations,  dance  parties,  receptions  and 
community  meetings.  In  addition,  office  space  for  a  variety  of  cultural 
organizations  v^Ji  give  stability  to  tliese  groups  which  either  presently  have 
no  offices  or  are  in  a  precarious  tenant  position. 


A     1.. 


large  atrium  space  would  serve  tliese  various  needs  and  help  brine 
com.munities  tO'-rether. 


,  *-f<v 


:-ium  space  10.000  sq/ft 

^upport  and  maintenance  space  soo  sq/ft 

7  offices  —  for  community  organizations  ._\S00  sq/ft 

Administrative  offices  i  [  0  0  0  sq  /  ft 

subtotal:  15,000  sq/ft 
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Support  Space 

Additional  space  to  support  the  entire  oomp'lex  would  include 
bathrooms,  a  kitchen,  storage  ?.rea-:,  and  maintenance  space, 

Bathrooms 

Maintenance 
subtotal; 

TOTAL  SPACE  REQUIREMENTS* 


1,000  so /ft 

l,00i;  sq,/ft 

1000  sq/:: 
500  sq/rt 

3,500  sq/ft 

41,000sq/ft 

*  THIS  is  a  conservative  estimate  as  it  does  not  include  elevators, 
stairwells,  ventilation,  and  utilities,  among  otHers. 


Summary 

The  Asian  c:.mmunity  in  Boston  is  currently  tiie  second  fastest 
grovv'ing  minority  group  in  the  state.  The  influx  of  refugees  and  immigrants 
:-l;ng  '■/ith  an  established  Asian  American  population  brings  v/ith  it  cultures 
and  traditiC'ns  and  new  \-7^ys  of  seeing  the  ^wrld  which  are  a  valuable 
:ontribution  to  the  cultural  life  and  vitality  of  the  city  and  the 
Commonwealth. 

Chinatc''7n,  as  a  neighbor  or  tiie  Mid-To%vn  Cultural  Dist^-ict  is  a  vit^.i 
player  in  tJie  development  of  the  district.  For  well  over  a  decade  it  has 
borne  the  brunt  of  the  Combat  Zones  activities.  Its  current  ei-ip^ansion  mt.'; 
the  Comt>at  Zone,  the  land  takings  that  it  has  had  to  endure  because  of 
institutional  and  expressway  expansion,  give  it  a  prior  claim  to  the  benefits 
v,^ich  may  come  from  any  new  development  within  the  district. 

The  Hinge  Block  of  tjie  Mid-Tovm  Cultural  District,  locatje*d  as  it  is  nei-[t 
tij  a  large,  permanent,  Asian  community  is  the  ideal  location  for  a  cultural 
•:enter  ■••.■nicn  would  serve  tiie  needs  and  draw  upon  the  talents  of  tjie 
dr.^erEe  groups  Mthin  this  communit^^  This  center  must  have  a  pan-Asian 
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:=: 


Zrriir'im^  m  CT^er  to  'iirav  thr  .iliversity  of  programming  ^v^il^^l^  -.^^^^ir 
rnesv  commumUes  and  in  order  to  dscertam  and  iill  tn^ir  needs 

A  Pan -Asian  Cultur;?!  center  providins'  a  vanetv  oi  laciiiU'^'^  -'nd 
services  witHin  the  Hin?e  £look  wiU  give  tlie'Mid-T.i^v.Jn  Cultural  Eastrict 
added  diversit;^  and  e:vitement  vhile  meetm:?  the  needs  of  a  p■r.^wlny 
■ioniinumtv  ''  '    '■-'■"    ■- 
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Pan-Asian  Cultural  Center 

Piaciiitiw  Needs 


FACILITY 


Sq/FT       ; SUB-TOTAL 


yiSUAL  ARTS 


:^  p-ofesjional  g;3ller'j/e>:hibition  fluof  Jpace 
■  free,  ;tor»je  area,  iliije  I i & r a r ij 


MEDIA 


THEATRE 


EDUCATIONAL  RESOURCES 


5  cLissrooms  of  30  oerson  cjpdcitu  (total) 

Library  and  r«earch  area 

Office  and  maintenance  space 


PUBLIC  SPACE 


I  A*numsDace 

j  3  ij  p  po  r-T  a  nd  mai  nte  na  nee  5  p«;e 

j  7  offices  --  for  communitg  organizations 

i  riominiatrative  offices 


SUPPORT  SPACE 


Bathrooms 
Kitchen 
Storage 
Maint8nanc« 


•       '■'■|'jirO 

pr.jd'jct 

ion  itudio,  t 

:ft.ceili 

ngs 

!     Video 

rdltl-^g 

►"oom 

'      Darvr 

"00  m 

Audio 

recordi 
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